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Aims :: PFLAG Brisbane - Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays

Our Aims

To hasten understanding and acceptance by families

The motto of PFLAG Brisbane is “keeping families united.” PFLAG is very proactive in promoting acceptance and understanding of people who disclose their sexual 
diversity to family and loved ones. Parents often feel isolated, confused or angry when their loved one “comes out” and this is an important area where PFLAG can 
offer assistance.

Educating the general community

PFLAG believes it is important that mainstream society understands the negative effect homophobic beliefs and outdated attitudes has on the gay community in 
general.

Our message is delivered through radio interviews (local, state and national), newspaper articles and speaking to community organisations on a variety of topics 
relevant to the difficulties of being lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender.

We believe there is a need to:

� make people aware that sexual orientation isn’t a choice;
� promote an understanding that those living in the gay community aren’t deviants or lack morals;
� highlight the struggle of self loathing versus self acceptance;
� emphasise the prevalence of suicidal attempts for LGBTI youth between the ages of 15 years and 24 years. LGBTI youth are 6 times more likely to suicide 

than heterosexual youth;
� make people aware of the fear of abandonment by family at a time when acceptance and understanding is most needed;
� raise the issue of homelessness and sexuality being relevant to 1 in 5 youth on the street, not to mention those sleeping on friends couches because of family 

abandonment;
� make people aware of the risk of depression and drug and alcohol abuse by those who identify as LGBTI when they suffer lack of understanding and 

abandonment by family. 

PFLAG believes educating the community about sexual diversity makes people less judgmental and removes the “fear” factor of knowing someone who is LGBTI. 
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We have had very successful trips to Canberra 
meeting MP’s, Senators and Ministers.
We met members from all parties. Most, this 
time, seemed in favour of civil unions which 
wasn’t what we wanted to hear. Only a couple 
were against equality relating to relationship 
recognition. We met with 24 MP’s etc. including 
Malcolm Turnbull and Robert McClelland’s 
advisor. We made comment that we haven’t 
been able to meet with Julia Gillard or her 
Advisor. I travelled with 2 mums, Kath Kirkwood 
from Brisbane and Jenny Allen from Perth.
We plan to travel again to Canberra in July for 
more meetings. I met with Senator Sue Boyce 
in Brisbane who is very supportive and helpful
I also filmed a TV advert for Channel 7 which 
was aired in June. In Brisbane I spoke at a 
conference called Mothers at the Margin held at 
UQ at the end of April. This was well received. 
Numbers weren’t large and most were already 
well informed.
I gave a presentation at Life Line to the trainee 
counsellors. This may become an annual event.
Also in Brisbane I spoke at another “Marriage 
for Equality” rally. Numbers are growing and the 
rally passed without much incident.
Have been discussing the National Labor Con-
ference in December and what PFLAG can do.
I am in the process of undertaking road trips 
Perth,  Adelaide, Hobart and Roma discussing 
marriage equality.
 I met with a mother who is setting up a PFLAG 
group in Canberra – now time to send out 
packs and check on needs of each group.

PFLAG at CARNIVALE (Pride Fair)
The day was cold but the enthusiasm was 
heart warming. The numbers marching 
seemed greater this year which was 
encouraging  and of course many PFLAG 
parents marched, including Julie from Roma. 
This year we didn’t have a stall because of 
insurance issues, but everyone knew we 
were there, because the PFLAG Mums were 
part of the obstacle race. 

Every person who took part had to stop and 
give us a kiss: lots of fun !
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offer assistance.

Educating the general community

PFLAG believes it is important that mainstream society understands the negative effect homophobic beliefs and outdated attitudes has on the gay community in 
general.

Our message is delivered through radio interviews (local, state and national), newspaper articles and speaking to community organisations on a variety of topics 
relevant to the difficulties of being lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender.

We believe there is a need to:

� make people aware that sexual orientation isn’t a choice;
� promote an understanding that those living in the gay community aren’t deviants or lack morals;
� highlight the struggle of self loathing versus self acceptance;
� emphasise the prevalence of suicidal attempts for LGBTI youth between the ages of 15 years and 24 years. LGBTI youth are 6 times more likely to suicide 

than heterosexual youth;
� make people aware of the fear of abandonment by family at a time when acceptance and understanding is most needed;
� raise the issue of homelessness and sexuality being relevant to 1 in 5 youth on the street, not to mention those sleeping on friends couches because of family 

abandonment;
� make people aware of the risk of depression and drug and alcohol abuse by those who identify as LGBTI when they suffer lack of understanding and 

abandonment by family. 

PFLAG believes educating the community about sexual diversity makes people less judgmental and removes the “fear” factor of knowing someone who is LGBTI. 
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