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on the road with shelley...

We have had very successful trips to Canberra
meeting MP’s, Senators and Ministers.

We met members from all parties. Most, this
time, seemed in favour of civil unions which
wasn’t what we wanted to hear. Only a couple
were against equality relating to relationship
recognition. We met with 24 MP’s etc. including
Malcolm Turnbull and Robert McClelland’s
advisor. We made comment that we haven’t
been able to meet with Julia Gillard or her
Advisor. | travelled with 2 mums, Kath Kirkwood
from Brisbane and Jenny Allen from Perth.

We plan to travel again to Canberra in July for
more meetings. | met with Senator Sue Boyce
in Brisbane who is very supportive and helpful

| also filmed a TV advert for Channel 7 which
was aired in June. In Brisbane | spoke at a
conference called Mothers at the Margin held at
UQ at the end of April. This was well received.
Numbers weren't large and most were already
well informed.

| gave a presentation at Life Line to the trainee
counsellors. This may become an annual event.
Also in Brisbane | spoke at another “Marriage
for Equality” rally. Numbers are growing and the
rally passed without much incident.

Have been discussing the National Labor Con-
ference in December and what PFLAG can do.
| am in the process of undertaking road trips
Perth, Adelaide, Hobart and Roma discussing
marriage equality.

I met with a mother who is setting up a PFLAG
group in Canberra — now time to send out
packs and check on needs of each group.
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PFLAG at CARNIVALE (Pride Fair)

The day was cold but the enthusiasm was
heart warming. The numbers marching
seemed greater this year which was
encouraging and of course many PFLAG
parents marched, including Julie from Roma.
This year we didn't have a stall because of
insurance issues, but everyone knew we
were there, because the PFLAG Mums were
part of the obstacle race.

Every person who took part had to stop and
give us a kiss: lots of fun!
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