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Next  PFLAG 
Meet ing 

�st  June 20�3 
30  Helen Street 

Tener i ffe  1 .30  pm 
T h e  G u e s t 
S p e a k e r  i s 

P a s t o r  P e t e
f r o m  S t  P e t e r ’s 

L u t h e r a n  S c h o o l 
i n  I n d o o r o o p i l l y

Hi Everyone,
It’s an exciting time with many countries 
currently legalising same sex marriage. 
This is clearly being highlighted and well 
covered in the media  but Crikey, it’s 
frustrating right here, right now in Australia.
We dont need more coverage of the issue 
-  What we need is Action!! 
June 6th is an important day because Greens 
Senator and Federal Member for Melbourne, 
Adam Bandt will introduce a bill for marriage 
equality in Australia.

Marriage Equality Rallies were held recently 
around the country. PFLAG Brisbane 
president Donna (plus other PFLAG 
members) attended the Brisbane rally. 
Donna’s photos are on page 2.

Australian Marriage Equality continues to 
campaign for equal rights for our children and 
this newsletter will feature many of the 
images used in their Mother’s Day campaign 
plus others.
If a picture paints a thousand words then we 
have a pretty good story right here.

Recently PFLAG Brisbane had it’s first 
working group meeting to address 
homophobic/tranphobic bullying. We’ll bring 
you more on that in the next newsletter.

 The PFLAG Australia Facebook page has 
been set up - so please go to it for 
information and “like” it. 

Shelley has been asked to go to a conference 
to talk about LGBTI people and aging issues 
on 14th June in Sydney.
Cheers Pip :-) 



2  PFLAG Brisbane - Keeping Families Together  www.pflagbrisbane.org.au



3  PFLAG Brisbane - Keeping Families Together  www.pflagbrisbane.org.au

Advertising space is 
available in our 

newsletter and on our 
website.
Contact 
Shelley 

info@pflagbrisbane.org.au 

Potential New Transgender 
Support Group

 Recently, there has been an increase of 
parents seeking support because of their 
children transitioning and at quite young 
ages for some.

 If I get enough people interested I may 
restart some support meetings from my 
home. This hopefully will be more informal 
and less threatening for some parents.

 Furthermore, I would be most interested to 
hear from parents about how we can help 
them further and what sort of information 
they  would like to see on the website which 
would be helpful for new parents with trans 
sons and daughters.
Contact Shelley if you are interested.
pflagbris@bigpond.com 
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Aims :: PFLAG Brisbane - Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays

Our Aims

To hasten understanding and acceptance by families

The motto of PFLAG Brisbane is “keeping families united.” PFLAG is very proactive in promoting acceptance and understanding of people who disclose their sexual 
diversity to family and loved ones. Parents often feel isolated, confused or angry when their loved one “comes out” and this is an important area where PFLAG can 
offer assistance.

Educating the general community

PFLAG believes it is important that mainstream society understands the negative effect homophobic beliefs and outdated attitudes has on the gay community in 
general.

Our message is delivered through radio interviews (local, state and national), newspaper articles and speaking to community organisations on a variety of topics 
relevant to the difficulties of being lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender.

We believe there is a need to:

● make people aware that sexual orientation isn’t a choice;
● promote an understanding that those living in the gay community aren’t deviants or lack morals;
● highlight the struggle of self loathing versus self acceptance;
● emphasise the prevalence of suicidal attempts for LGBTI youth between the ages of 15 years and 24 years. LGBTI youth are 6 times more likely to suicide 

than heterosexual youth;
● make people aware of the fear of abandonment by family at a time when acceptance and understanding is most needed;
● raise the issue of homelessness and sexuality being relevant to 1 in 5 youth on the street, not to mention those sleeping on friends couches because of family 

abandonment;
● make people aware of the risk of depression and drug and alcohol abuse by those who identify as LGBTI when they suffer lack of understanding and 

abandonment by family. 

PFLAG believes educating the community about sexual diversity makes people less judgmental and removes the “fear” factor of knowing someone who is LGBTI. 
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www.informa.com.au/LGBTIageing2013
Researched and developed by:

REGISTER NOW
SECURE ORDER

Lesbian, Gay, bisexuaL,
TransGender,

inTersex aGed Care
FOruM

The inaugural

addressing strategies for LGbTi ageing and aged care service delivery

Key presentations from:

Susan Ditter, Executive Officer, Working it Out & Chair, National LGBTI Health Alliance

Liam Leonard, Director, Gay and Lesbian Health Victoria and Senior Research Fellow, 
Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and Society, La Trobe University

Paul Martin, National LGBTI Officer, Care Connect & Board Member, National LGBTI Health Alliance

Dr Jude Comfort, Researcher, School of Public Health, Curtin University & Chair, GLBTI Retirement Association Inc

Rev Dorothy McRae – McMahon, Co-Editor South Sydney Herald, Former National Director – Mission, Uniting Church

Dr Delaney Skerrett, Research Fellow & Clinical Interviewer, Australian Institute for Suicide Research & Prevention, 
Griffith University

Dr Kairi Kõlves, Senior Research Fellow, Australian Institute for Suicide Research & Prevention, Griffith University

Dr Rosemary Sheehy, Staff Specialist Geriatrician and Endocrinologist, Balmain Hospital

Shelley Argent, National Spokesperson, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays

Dr Catherine Barrett, Research Fellow and Community Liaison Officer, Australian Research Centre in Sex, 
Health and Society, La Trobe University

Dr Limin Mao, Senior Research Fellow, National Centre in HIV Social Research

Damien Riggs, Senior Lecturer, School of Social and Policy Studies, Flinders University & Editor, 
Gay and Lesbian Issues and Psychology Review

Peter Dickson, Managing Director, Linton Estates

13th – 14th June 2013 | sydney Harbour Marriott

Heal thcare Ser ies presen ts
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Big Budda Boom
 connecting your senses

Video to DVD
Corporate Events and

Staging
Artwork and Design

Web Design and Hosting
Audio Engineering

www.bigbuddaboom.com.au
info@bigbuddaboom.com.au

Talking to Someone Who Really 
Understands Makes it So Much Easier

Working through some of the deeper 
emotional issues with having a gay or 

lesbian son or daughter can be one of the 
most painful and stressful experiences of 

your life. Counselling is a highly effective way 
of feeling better and also can assist in 

keeping your family together. Centre for 
Human Potential have been working with 
parents of gays, lesbians and transgender 

for over 15 years. Contact one of our friendly 
psychologists to explore whether counselling 
can be of real benefit to you and your family, 
or simply call and book a time with one of us.

Phone: 3211 1117 
Email: info@centreforhumanpotential.com.au

These businesses 
support us

 Please support 
them

Donations to PFLAG can 
be made at any time via our 

website 
www.pflagbrisbane.org.au 

or by direct deposit. 

Account Name:
Brisbane PFLAG Inc.  

BSB:�2�-00� 
Account No:
 2023-8�0� 

Bank of Queensland

Kids Help Line
 1800 55 1800 (24/7) 

Lifeline 
13 11 14 (24/7) 
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PFLAG is very proactive in promoting acceptance and understanding of 
people who disclose their sexual diversity to family and loved ones. Parents 
often feel isolated, confused or angry when their loved one ‘comes out’ and 

this is an important area where PFLAG can offer assistance.

Join us at our meetings, held every 2 months or contact us by 

phone: 0�00 ��� 832 or email: info@pflagbrisbane.org.au 

PFLAG Brisbane Annual Membership Form
Please complete the form below and return to PFLAG. 
You can also pay online - www.pflagbrisbane.org.au

Larger donations are always welcome. Thanks for your support.
Memberships are for a calendar year and entitle you to full voting rights at the AGM plus 

the ability to serve on the committee. Corporate membership includes website and 
newsletter advertising.

Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Ph: _________________

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________________

Membership Type:
    
   Family - $25.00 annually - I have included a cheque or Australia Post Money Order made     
  out to PFLAG Brisbane Inc.
    Corporate - $100.00 annually - (includes website and newsletter advertising) I have   
   included a cheque or Australia Post Money Order made out to PFLAG Brisbane Inc.
Mail to: PO Box 1372, Eagle Farm BC Qld. 4009
Bring to: 30 Helen St, Teneriffe 4006
Pay Online: www.pflagbrisbane.org.au
Pay direct deposit: Account Name - Brisbane PFLAG Inc.
BSB - 124-001
Account No - 2023-8607
Bank of Queensland

Please make sure you provide us with your contact details (name, email 
and /or postal address so we can receipt your payment and ensure you 

receive our newsletters.


