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Survey methodology 

The Centre for Applied Political Psychology (CAPP) in conjunction with an online 

research company conducted their RealPoll® survey with a nationally representative 

sample of Australians. The national sample (N=2998) was representative of the 

Australian adult population (18 and above) for age (Table 3), gender (Table 1) and 

geographical location (State and Territory; Table 2). The sample was matched on 2014 

Australian Bureau of Statistics [ABS] data. The number of participants in each category 

is shown in Tables 1-3. 

A total of 2,998 people completed the online survey, which was conducted over a two 

week period from 23 May to 6 June 2016. 

 

TABLE 1 Gender of survey participants and ABS data comparison (N=2998) 

 Survey participants (n) ABS 

Male 48.9% (1465) 49% 

Female 51.1% (1533) 51% 

 

 

TABLE 2 Location of survey participants and ABS data comparison (N=2998) 

State Survey participants (% 
and n) 

ABS 

  

Survey participants (n) 

 

ABS VIC 26.4% (790) 25% 

NSW 31.2% (935) 33% 

QLD 19.9% (596) 20% 

SA 7.8% (233) 8% 

WA 10.3% (308) 10% 

TAS 2.5% (74) 2% 

ACT 1.6% (48) 2% 

NT .5% (14) 1% 

 

 

 

 



 

 3 

TABLE 3. Age range of participants and ABS data comparison (N=2998 

  Age group Survey participants (% and n) ABS 

18-24 years 12.2% (367) 14% 

25-34 years 18% (539) 18% 

35-44 years 18.5% (556) 19% 

45-54 years 17.9% (536) 18% 

55-64 years 15.2% (454) 14% 

65+ years 18.2% (547) 17% 
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Summary of Key Findings (1): Marriage Equality Plebiscite questions 

Participants were asked a number of questions gauging their support for a marriage equality 
plebiscite, as well as their support for a number of key aspects of the plebiscite. 

 40.4% of Australians (sample n=1211) are broadly for a national plebiscite on allowing 
same-sex couples to marry, 30.1% (sample n=903) are undecided, and 29.5% of 
people are broadly against a national plebiscite on allowing same-sex couples to marry 
(sample n=885). 

 

 Australians in general are less likely to support a plebiscite after learning that: 
1.  “Plebiscites are not binding on parliament and some federal politicians have 

said they will not abide by the outcome”.  
 52.1% of Australians are less likely to support a plebiscite after learning 

this). 
 25.6%, 44.7%, and 45.8% of Australians who are ‘Strongly for’, 

‘Moderately for’, and ‘Undecided’ respectively regarding holding a 
national plebiscite on allowing same-sex couples to marry, are less 
likely to support a plebiscite after learning this. 
 

2. “The Australian Electoral Commission says a plebiscite will cost $160 million to 
run. The Government has said the cost could be higher”. 

 52.1% of Australians are less likely to support a plebiscite after learning 
this.  

 19.3%, 38.8%, and 48% of Australians who are ‘Strongly for’, 
‘Moderately for’, and ‘Undecided’ respectively regarding holding a 
national plebiscite on allowing same-sex couples to marry, are less 
likely to support a plebiscite after learning this. 

 
3. “The Australian Psychological Society opposes a plebiscite because it believes 

prejudice towards gay people, expressed publicly, could adversely affect their 
mental health”. 

 34.9% of Australians are less likely to support a plebiscite after learning 
this). 

 17.6%, 22%, and 27.8% of Australians who are ‘Strongly for’, 
‘Moderately for’, and ‘Undecided’ respectively regarding holding a 
national plebiscite on allowing same-sex couples to marry, are less 
likely to support a plebiscite after learning this. 

 
4. “Advocates for same-sex marriage believe a majority of politicians already 

support the reform”. 
  31.3% of Australians are less likely to support a plebiscite after learning 

this). 
 7.6%, 17.9%, and 20.5% of Australians who are ‘Strongly for’, 

‘Moderately for’, and ‘Undecided’ respectively regarding holding a 
national plebiscite on allowing same-sex couples to marry, are less 
likely to support a plebiscite after learning this. 

 
5. “Over 100 Christian and Jewish Minsters oppose a plebiscite because they 

believe it will be divisive in their congregations”. 
 24% of Australians are less likely to support a plebiscite after learning 

this. 
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 6.2%, 12.6%, and 16.2% of Australians who are ‘Strongly for’, 
‘Moderately for’, and ‘Undecided’ respectively regarding holding a 
national plebiscite on allowing same-sex couples to marry, are less 
likely to support a plebiscite after learning this. 
 

 
 

Summary of Key Findings (2): Parental concerns questions 
 
Parents in the sample (n=1641) were also asked questions relating to what was important to 
them regarding issues which their children may face. These questions included one on work 
discrimination and two particularly pertinent to the current issue of marriage equality, how 
important is their children being able to marry the person they love to them, and how important 
issues which may impact their children’s mental wellbeing are to them. These last two are 
salient for a marriage equality plebiscite, as if parents think it is important that their children be 
able to marry the person that they love then they should also support marriage equality. 
Similarly, if people think issues which impact their children’s mental wellbeing are important, 
then they should also be supportive of marriage equality. 

 95.8% of Australians said it was important for their child/children to be able to marry 
the person they love (51.1% said it was extremely important, 29.5% said it was very 
important). 

 97.4% of Australian parents said that issues which impacted their child/children's 
mental wellbeing were at least moderately important to them (66.3% said it was 
extremely important, 24.4% said it was very important). 
 

Additionally, Parents were asked about if they were for or against marriage equality. 
Specifically, they were asked: To what level are you for or against marriage equality (i.e., 
same-sex marriage)? 53.7% of Australian parents are for marriage equality, with 30.4% 
against and 15.8% undecided. 
 
A comparison between parents stance on the marriage equality question (Strongly for, 
Moderately for, Undecided, Moderately against, Strongly against) and their responses to both 
the parental attitude questions relevant to marriage equality.  This showed a large discrepancy 
between many parents’ views on marriage equality and their concern for issues relating to 
their children’s marital relationships and their mental wellbeing. 

 42.2% of parents who reported being ‘Strongly against’ marriage equality also 
indicated that it was ‘Extremely important’ that their child/children are able to marry the 
person they love. 

 61.8% of Australian parents who reported being ‘Strongly against’ marriage equality 
also indicated that issues which impact the mental wellbeing of their children are 
‘Extremely important’ to them.  

 
Importantly, these results suggest that if more parents are aware of the significance of 
marriage equality and the mental health dangers of a plebiscite, there would be substantially 
more support for marriage equality and lower support for a plebiscite.   
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The survey 

This online survey included 77 questions. These included core survey questions, with the 

questions dedicated to the plebiscite directly following the demographic questions 

. 

Participants support for a national plebiscite on allowing same-sex couples to marry was 
measured. Findings are below in Table 4. 

TABLE 4. The government wants Australians to vote on allowing same-sex couples to marry 
in a national plebiscite. Do you support or oppose a plebiscite?  

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly for 639 21.3% 

Moderately for 572 19.1% 

Undecided 903 30.1% 

Moderately against 292 9.7% 

Strongly against 593 19.8% 

 
Participants were then asked questions measuring their support for the plebiscite after being 
informed of various aspects of holding the plebiscite. The findings to these questions are 
displayed in table 5.  

TABLE 5. Support for the plebiscite once people are informed of various aspects of holding a 
plebiscite on allowing same-sex couples to marry in Australia. 

 Less 
likely 

Neither likely 
nor unlikely 

More 
likely 

The Australian Electoral Commission says a plebiscite 
will cost $160 million to run. The Government has said 
the cost could be higher. Does this make you more or 
less likely to support a plebiscite? 

51.5% 41.5% 7.0% 

Plebiscites are not binding on parliament and some 
federal politicians have said they will not abide by the 
outcome. Does this make you more or less likely to 
support a plebiscite? 

52.1% 47.9% 7.6% 

The Australian Psychological Society opposes a 
plebiscite because it believes prejudice towards gay 
people, expressed publicly, could adversely affect their 
mental health. Does this make you more or less likely to 
support a plebiscite? 

34.9% 54.3% 10.8% 

Advocates for same-sex marriage believe a majority of 
politicians already support the reform. Does this make 
you more or less likely to support a plebiscite? 

31.3% 52.3% 16.4% 

Over 100 Christian and Jewish Minsters oppose a 
plebiscite because they believe it will be divisive in their 
congregations. 

24% 57.5% 24% 
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Participants answers to whether they were ‘Strongly for’, ‘Moderately for’, ‘Undecided’, 
‘Moderately Against’, and ‘Strongly against’, were then examined further by comparing each 
category to the same peoples answers to the likelihood of them supporting a plebiscite after 
learning about various aspects related to it. For example, in Table 6, 19.3% of the people who 
said they were ‘Strongly for’ a plebiscite, said they were ‘less likely to support a plebiscite’ 
after learning that “the Australian Election Commission says a plebiscite will cost $160 million 
to run. The government has said the cost could be higher”. The findings to these questions 
are displayed in Tables 6 through 10.  

 

TABLE  6. The Australian Election Commission says a plebiscite will cost $160 million to run. 
The government has said the cost could be higher. Does this make you more or less likely to 
support the plebiscite? 

To what extent are you for or against a plebiscite? Percent 

Strongly For  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 24.3% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 56.4% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 19.3% 

Moderately For  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 6.1% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 55.1% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 38.8% 

Undecided  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 1.0% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 51.0% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 48.0% 

Moderately Against  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 0.4% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 14.9% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 48.0% 

Strongly Against  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 1.5% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 10.8% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 87.7% 
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TABLE  7. Plebiscites are not binding on parliament and some federal politicians have said 
they will not abide by the outcome. Does this make you more or less likely to support the 
plebiscite? 

To what extent are you for or against a plebiscite? Percent 

Strongly For  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 25.5% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 48.9% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 25.6% 

Moderately For  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 6.7% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 48.6% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 44.7% 

Undecided  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 1.2% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 53.0% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 45.8% 

Moderately Against  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 1.5% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 18.6% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 79.9% 

Strongly Against  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 2.0% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 14.3% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 83.7% 
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TABLE  8. The Australian Psychological Society opposes a plebiscite because it believes 
prejudice towards gay people, expressed publicly, could adversely affect their mental health. 
Does this make you more or less likely to support the plebiscite? 

To what extent are you for or against a plebiscite? Percent 

Strongly For  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 28.8% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 53.6% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 17.6% 

Moderately For  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 12.4% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 65.6% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 22.0% 

Undecided  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 4.7% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 67.6% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 27.8% 

Moderately Against  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 0.8% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 41.6% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 57.5% 

Strongly Against  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 4.0% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 30.1% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 65.9% 
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TABLE  9. Advocates for same-sex marriage believe a majority of politicians already support 
the reform, Does this make you more or less likely to support the plebiscite? 

To what extent are you for or against a plebiscite? Percent 

Strongly For  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 45.6% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 46.8% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 7.6% 

Moderately For  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 19.4% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 62.7% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 17.9% 

Undecided  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 7.2% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 72.3% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 20.5% 

Moderately Against  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 1.4% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 41.7% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 56.9% 

Strongly Against  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 3.3% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 23.1% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 73.6% 
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TABLE  10. Over 100 Christian and Jewish Minsters oppose a plebiscite because they 
believe it will be divisive in their congregations. Does this make you more or less likely to 
support a plebiscite?? 

To what extent are you for or against a plebiscite? Percent 

Strongly For  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 46.4% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 47.4% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 6.2% 

Moderately For  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 19.2% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 68.2% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 12.6% 

Undecided  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 9.5% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 74.3% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 16.2% 

Moderately Against  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 6.7% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 51.5% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 41.89% 

Strongly Against  

 More likely to support a plebiscite 7.4% 

 Neither likely nor unlikely 35.4% 

 Less likely to support a plebiscite 57.2% 
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Parents in the sample (n=1641) were also asked about things that were important to them as 
parents regarding their children. Specifically, how important it was for their child/children to be 
able to marry the person they love, how important their child/children’s opportunity to get work 
free from discrimination was, and how important issues that impacted their child/children’s 
mental wellbeing were. Findings are displayed in Table 10. 

 

TABLE  11. How important are the following things to you as a parent? 

How important are the 
following things to you as a 
parent? 

Extremely 
Important 

Very 
Important 

Moderately 
Important 

Slightly 
Important 

Not at all 
Important 

Your child/children being 
able to marry the person 
they love? 

51.1% 29.5% 12.2% 3.7% 3.5% 

Your child/children’s 
opportunity to get work free 
from discrimination? 

59.6% 28.2% 8.9% 1.9% 1.4% 

Issues which impact the 
mental wellbeing of your 
child/children, 

66.3% 24.4% 6.7% 1.7% 0.9% 

 

Additionally, parents were asked about if they were for or against marriage equality. 

Specifically, they were asked: “To what level are you for or against marriage equality (i.e., 

same-sex marriage)?”. The findings to this question are displayed below in Table 12. 

Table 12. To what level are you for or against marriage equality (i.e., same-sex marriage)? 

(n=1641) 

 Frequency Percent 

Strongly for 539 32.8% 

Moderately for 343 20.9% 

Undecided 260 15.8% 

Moderately against 173 10.5% 

Strongly against 327 19.9% 

 

Tables 13 and 14 below are cross-tabs tables which compare the parents attitudes to 

marriage equality against their response to the questions asking how important think 1) their 

child/children are able to marry the person they love is to them; and 2) issues which impact 

the mental health of their children are to them.  
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TABLE 13.  To what extent are you for or against marriage equality? By “How important…is 

your child/children being able to marry the person they love to you? (the percentages displayed are 

column percentages) (n=1641) 

 

TABLE 14.  To what extent are you for or against marriage equality? By “How important …are  

Issues which impact the mental wellbeing of your child/children? (the percentages displayed are column 

percentages) (n=1641) 

 

 

 

 To what extent are you for or against marriage equality? 

Your 

child/children 

being able to 

marry the person 

they love 

 

Strongly 

for 

 

Moderately 

for 

 

Undeci

ded 

 

Moderately 

against 

 

Strongly 

against 

 

Total 

Extremely 

important 

68.5% 43.3% 46.5% 35.8% 42.2% 51.1% 

Very important 22.1% 35.5% 30.4% 38.7% 29.7% 29.5% 

Moderately 

important 

6.3% 14.5% 14.2% 19.1% 14.4% 12.2% 

Slightly important 1.5% 4.1% 5.8% 4.0% 5.2% 3.7% 

Not at all 

important 

1.7% 2.6% 3.1% 2.3% 8.6% 3.5% 

 To what extent are you for or against marriage equality? 

Issues which 

impact the mental 

wellbeing of your 

child/children 

 

Strongly 

for 

 

Moderately 

for 

 

Undeci

ded 

 

Moderately 

against 

 

Strongly 

against 

 

Total 

Extremely 

important 

77.7% 60.2% 61.4% 59.5% 61.8% 66.4% 

Very important 16.9% 28.4% 27% 30.1% 27.2% 24.3% 

Moderately 

important 

4.1% 9.1% 7.7% 9.8% 6.1% 6.7% 

Slightly important 1.1% 1.2% 3.5% 0% 2.8% 1.7% 

Not at all 

important 

0.2% 1.2% .4% 0.6% 2.1% 0.9% 
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The bolded numbers in Table 13 and Table 14 show a discrepancy. For example, the cell 

highlighted in yellow in Table 13 shows that 42.2% of parents who reported being ‘Strongly 

against’ marriage equality also indicated that they felt it was ‘Extremely important’ that their 

child/children are able to marry the person they love. 
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